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Bruxelas, 13 de Novembro de 2008

Comissao debate participacao civica activa e atribui
Estrelas de Ouro a projectos dos cidadaos

No seguimento de uma selecgéo efectuada no inicio deste ano, a Comissdo
Europeia atribui hoje a doze projectos de participagcado civica as «Estrelas de
Ouro da Cidadania Europeia Activa», numa cerimoénia a realizar em Bruxelas.
A ceriménia assinala igualmente o lancamento oficial do Férum «Europa
para os Cidaddaos» 2008, que constitui uma oportunidade para debater a
questao da participagao civica e a sua influéncia na Europa.

Todos os anos, as «Estrelas de Ouro» reconhecem oficialmente projectos
financiados pelo programa «Europa para os Cidadaos», cujo objectivo consiste em
fomentar o empenho dos cidadaos na construgcao da Europa. S6 em 2008, este
programa prevé mobilizar cerca de um milhdao de participantes directos, que
assim terao a oportunidade de descobrir as diferencas e as semelhangas culturais
entre a sua cultura e a de outros cidadaos da Europa. Pessoas oriundas de quase
4 000 cidades europeias irdo participar em mais de 1 200 intercAmbios, nos quais
debaterdo a forma como os valores europeus comuns afectam o seu quotidiano. Ao
conceder apoio financeiro a projectos de comemoragido e preservacao da
meméria, o programa consegue sensibilizar os cidadaos europeus para a sua
histéria comum.

Dardao hoje inicio ao Férum Jan Figel', Comissario Europeu para a Educacéo,
Formacéo, Cultura e Juventude, Jean-Pierre Jouyet, Secretario de Estado francés
para os Assuntos Europeus, Marek Mora, Vice-Primeiro Ministro Adjunto da
Republica Checa, responsavel pelos Assuntos Europeus, e Hannu Takkula,
Membro do Parlamento Europeu e presidente do juri de selec¢do das Estrelas de
Quro.

«Os projectos a que agora estamos a atribuir as Estrelas de Ouro demonstram que
a Europa foi construida para os seus cidaddos, e que sdo estes que irdo fazer a
diferenca. A UE nao diz apenas respeito a actividade empresarial e a economia;
temos de reforgar o seu lado humano. Estou convencido de que uma maior
participagdo civica permitira levar a Europa mais longe e torna-la ainda mais
humana. Os testemunhos que apresentaremos no Férum amanha confirmaréo isto
mesmo», declarou o Comissario Figel'.

A sessoes plenarias e os seminarios a realizar durante o Férum «Europa para os
Cidadaos», em 14 de Novembro, proporcionardo uma panoramica das diferentes
formas de empenho civico e das ferramentas que permitem exercé-lo com
dinamismo. Sera prestada particular atengdo as préximas eleicdes para o
Parlamento Europeu e as novas formas inovadoras de participagao civica.

Entre os oradores principais encontram-se Sandra Kalniete, deputada ao
parlamento letdo e antiga Comissaria Europeia, que desempenhou um papel
essencial no movimento de independéncia do seu pais, e Tommaso
Padoa-Schioppa, considerado o «fundador» e o «motor intelectual» do euro;
ambos testemunharao da diferenca que a participacgao civica pode fazer na Europa.



O evento esta aberto a imprensa. O Comissario Figel', o Presidente da Camara
polaca de Oswiecim, J. Marszalek, e o Deputado Takkula poderao ser entrevistados
durante a conferéncia de imprensa que se seguira a cerimonia de atribuicao dos
prémios, em 13 de Novembro.

Para mais informagodes sobre a ceriménia de atribuicdo dos prémios e o programa
do Férum, consultar http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship.

Para a inscrigdo no evento: http://www.europe-for-citizens.eu/.

Em anexo encontra-se um resumo dos projectos vencedores.



Appendix:

SUMMARY OF GOLDEN STAR WINNERS 2008

A) Town Twinning Projects

- The Future of the European Union — Consequences and Perspectives of the
Enlargement in view of German—French, German-Polish and German-
Hungarian Town Twinning Partnerships, Reichelsheim, DE (Partners: Dol de
Bretagne-FR, Jablonka-PL, Nagymanyok-HU).

A project debating the challenges of Europe at local level during the German
presidency: impact of the EU and the German presidency, value of the EU for the
citizens, role of citizens, people with disabilities in European societies, climate
change, EU environmental policy and equal opportunities.

Contact details: Mrs Ellen Schnellbacher Tel.: +49616454255 E-mail:
geoschnell@t-online.de

- Meeting of the Citizens of the Partner Towns, Bojnice, SK (Partners: Bad
Krozingen-DE, Rosta- IT, Jesenik-CZ, Zator-PL).

A project built around participants' active contributions on the subjects chosen: 2007
Year of Equal Opportunities, exchange of practices, workings of the EP. Well
adapted methods for all age groups.

Contact details: Tam Frantisek Tel.: +421465430334 E-mail: urad@boijnice.sk

- Magic 27 — the Future of Common Europe, Bialogard, PL (Partners: Akniste-
LV, Gnosjo-SE, Olen-BE, Caracal-RO).

Active participation of young people taking further interest in European integration
and democracy in Europe. Celebration of the 2007 EU enlargement to Romania and
Bulgaria. The project served also as an opportunity to show a travelling exhibition on
town twinning.

Contact details: Mr Stefan Strzatkowski Tel.: +48943122127 E-mail:
gospodarka@bialogard.info

- 1st European Youth Meeting: "Mobility of Young People in Europe",
Association of twinning committees of Puy de Dome, FR (Partners: Moggio
Udinese, Nemi, Ariccia, Sarsina, Lisciana Nardi, Fosdinovo, Montessoro al Mare
—IT, Beratzhausen, Gerestried, Lichtenfels, Empfingen, Grebenstein, Kallmunz,
Parsberg-DE, Chelmsford/Great-Waltham-UK, Povoa De Lanhoso/Taide, Viana
Do Castelo — PT, Lopik- NL, Stawkoéw, Czarna Dabrowka — PL, Oradea - RO)

A meeting involving a grouping of French municipalities and their twinned towns.
Thematic working on European identity, mobility and awareness-raising, through
debate and interaction with Members of the EP.

Contact details: Mrs Evelyne Laquit Tel.: +33473873617 E-mail:
Evelyne.laquit@neuf.fr




- Forum of the EU Citizens and Municipal Officers: Fighting for Q-cities, Fighting
for a Better Daily Life, Municipality of Amaroussion, EL (Partners: Fonte
Nuova — IT, Ghent-BE, Lakatamia, Strovolos, Limassol-CY, Nea lonia
Magnesias, Voula, Xanthi—-EL, Ploiesti —-RO, Porto—PT, Umea —SE)

A consolidated network, committed to strategic working, as evidenced by the signing
of the "quality oath". Focuses structurally on the issue of quality services towards
citizens; pursues further development and diversification; targets municipal
administration, civil society and citizens.

Contact details: Mr. Michalis Christakis Tel.: +30 210 8760351 E-mail:
deeda@maroussi.gr

- Sustainable Development — Issue for European Citizens, Plérin, FR (Partners:
Avrig-RO, Wronki-PL, Cookstown-UK)

A new thematic network focusing on sustainable development, involving a grass-
roots audience and affirming their further engagement by the signing of a Charter.

Contact details: Mr Pierre-Michel Connen Tel.: +33 607772568 E-mail:
sclc@wanadoo.fr

B) Civil Society Projects

- The Organized Civil Society: New Tasks in an Enlarged European Union -
Euromed Carrefour Sicilia, IT (Partners from RO, UK, BE, AT, CZ and PL)

Exchange of practices and drafting of a set of recommendations concerning the role
of civil society and their input for decision making. Takes into consideration the
relations between civil society organisations on national level and the national states
and civil society as well as the EU institutions and their role in developing a sense of
active citizenship.

Contact details: Mr Gianluca D' Alia Tel.: +39091335081 E-mail:
carrefoursic@hotmail.com

- EUReporter - Babel International Association, FR (Partners from CZ, BE, PL,
HU, EE, PT, LT, DE, RO)

Mobility of young journalists with the aim of creating a European public opinion. A
project based on informal learning and volunteering.

Contact details: Mrs Monika Oelz/Nuala Morgan Tel.: +33142718553 E-mail:
info@cafebabel.com

- Bring Europe Closer to Youth — Simulation of the Summit of the European
Council - The Polish Robert Schuman Foundation, PL (Partners from ES, IT,
LV, DE, FR, SK and HU)

Simulation of a youth-led EU summit and relevant workshops, an initiative aiming at
capacity building, interaction, establishment of networks and intercultural learning.

Contact details: Mrs leva Grundsteine Tel.:+48 22 6212161, 22 6217555 E-mail:
i.grundsteine@schuman.org.pl




C) Remembrance projects

- The Trans-national Culture of Remembrance at the Dachau Concentration
Camp Memorial Site: Preserving the International Victims Testimonies for
Future Generations - International Committee of Dachau, DE (Partners from
FR, CZ, NL, AT, BE, LU, HU, SI, RO, BG)

A remembrance-related event/conference, where testimonies of the second and third
generation of the families of the concentration camp survivors were presented and
discussed.

Contact details: Mrs Dr Annette Eberle Tel.: +491774786628 E-mail:
Annette eberle@gmx.de

- Daughters of the Enemy - Docs, Youth and Society, CZ (Partners from IT and
DE)

A project focusing on human rights, where students from film and TV schools filmed
interviews with the daughters of political prisoners of the Stalinism era.

Contact details: Mrs Zuzana Drazilova Tel.: 00420224234452 E-mail:
sunfilms@yvolny.cz

- The Neighbours Who Disappeared — Tribute of the Child Holocaust Victims -
The forgotten ones, CZ (Partners from IT, DE and UK)

A ftravelling exhibition on Nazism, led by young people doing research about the
Jewish children and youngsters who disappeared from their community during World
War Il and that will continue as a co-operation between schools.

Contact details: Mrs Marta Vancurova Tel.: +420233336367 E-mail:
martavan@gmail.com




